State, until they have tipped it 
up, thus gaining the chance of 
taking it over themselves, risking 
the same fate in turn. It is like 
the charming game of seesaw, which 
the people never seem tired of 
paying for, as Paul-Louis Courier 
said. 

In our system there will be 
neither any more expensive 
balancing acts nor catastrophic 
downfalls, no more conspiracies or 
usurpations. The whole world is 
legitimate and everybody can be 
himself. One remains legitimate as 
long as one can keep it up, and for 
one's adherents alone- Apart from 
this, there will be neither divine 
nor secular rights, no right except 
that to change, to perfect one's 
programme and to make fresh appeals 
to one's followers. 

No exiles, banishments, 
confiscations, persecutions of any 
kind I A governor, unable to meet 
the demands of his creditors, may 
leave his palace with raised head, 
if he has been honest, his book- 
keeping is in order, and his 
statutes constitutional and 
otherwise have been faithfully 
kept. He may go out into the 
country to justify himself i.n his 
memoirs. Under other circumstances 

- when ideas have changed - a 
deficiency is felt in society - 
something in particular is lacking 

- idle capital and discontented 
shareholders looking elsewhere for 
investments..., then one launches 
one's programme quickly, recruits 
members, and if one thinks one has 
got enough, instead of going into 
the streets, as one would call it 
in a rebellion, one goes to the 
Bureau for Political Membership. 
One hands in one's declaration 
supported by the statutes and a 
register for members to enter their 
names - then one has a new 
government. The rest are internal 
problems, management affairs about 
which only the members need worry. 

I propose a minimum fee for 
entrances and changes, raised for 
the benefit of the Bureau for 
Political Membership ; Some hundred 
dollars for the entrance to 
establish a government, a few cents 
to change as an individual from one 
to another. The employees would 



receive no other renumeration, but 
I imagine that they would be well 
paid as I expect these offices to 
do plenty of business. 






Are you not surprised by the 
simplicity of this apparatus, this 
powerful machinery which even a 
child could handle, which 
nevertheless would satisfy all 
needs? 

Search, scrutinize, test, and 
analyze it. I defy you to find 
fault with it in any particular. 

Furthermore, I am convinced that 
no one will desire any more, such 
is human nature. It is this 
conviction, in fact, which induced 
me to publish my idea. Indeed, if I 
do not find followers, this is 
nothing but a game with words; and 
no existing power, no majority, no 
organization, nobody - whatever he 
stands for - has any right to 
denounce me. 

"And so you have converted me 
just by chance?" 

Shhh. . . You might compromise mel 
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based on : A transcription of 
Appendix 15 in PEACE PLANS No. 
16-18, with some of the editorial 
improvents provided by David 
Taylor, in his edition, which was 
reproduced in PEACE PLANS 873. 
David Taylor, deceased, had put it 
on an electronic bulletin board 
years ago. I do not know whether he 
ever got a response to it . Nor do I 
have a copy of his digitized 
version, which he had compiled on 
his Amiga system. Since I have 
still been unable to connect my 
small scanner to the all too small 
system used here and now, I had to 
keyboard the whole text in. In this 
process I made some minor changes 
or corrections. 

I would still like to regain a copy 
of the original French version. 
Adrian Falk, current address 
unknown, should possess one, as 
well as Eckard Duewal, but with the 
latter it may still be inaccessibly 
buried among the books of 
Beckerath's remaining library. When 
I saw Duewal last time, he had 
literally filled a rooom with it, 
with no space left to take the 
boxes out one by one and peruse 
them. An attempt by a libertarian 
contact, Andre Spies, then living 
in Brussels, failed, because the 
library refused to make further 
photocopies from its original, 
which might have turned too brittle 
by now. - John Zube, 11 April 1998. 

At first my wife and I produced a 
rough translation. Then Adrian Falk 
and, perhaps, his sister, put it 
into a better shape. It was then 
first reproduced in PEACE PLANS 4, 
with some comments by me and a 
draft of individual rights. Later 
it was reproduced in RAMPART 
JOURNAL OF INDIVIDUALIST THOUGHT, 
Fall 1966 and in PP 16-18 £, 61-63 
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discussion has barely begun and I 
reproduce it and similar ideas in 
my ON PANARCHY sub-series. Max 
Nettlau reviewed this essay 
favourably and Gustav Landauer 
reproduced this review. 

I readily accept the blame for all 
remaining punctuation, style and 
typing mistakes. If you were to 
point them out to me then I could 
change them at least in the 
digitized version. 
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Preface 

A contemporary has said : "If 
the truth were in my hands, I 
should be careful not to open 
them." This is perhaps the saying 
of a savant, certainly that of an 
egotist. Another has written : "The 
truths which one least likes to 
hear are those which most need to 
be pointed out." Here then are two 
thinkers whose views differ widely. 
I would rather agree with the 
second, although in practice his 
outlook presents difficulties. Wise 
men of all nations teach me that it 
is not always best to tell the full 
truth. However that may be, the 
problem is how to discern the 
truth. Moreover, the scriptures say 
: "Hide not your light under a 
bushel. " 

Thus I am now confronted with a 
dilemma : I have a new theory, at 
least so I believe, and I feel it 
my duty to expound it . Although on 
the point of opening my hands, I 
hesitate; for what innovator has 
not been persucuted a little? The 
theory itself, once published, will 
make its way on its own merits, for 
I consider it advanced. My concern 
is rather for the author : Will he 
be forgiven for his idea? 

There was once a man who saved 
Athens and Greece, who, in an 
argument following a discussion, 
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business of common courts of 
justice. 

"This is a new gold mine for 
legal arguments, which would bring 
all lawyers on your side." 

I counted on this. These legal 
disputes could and should interest 
all inhabitants of a certain 
district likewise, no matter what 
their political allegiance is. Each 
government, in this case, would 
stand politically related to the 
whole nation, almost as each of the 
Swiss cantons, or better, the 
States of the American Union, stand 
to their federal government. Thus, 
all these fundamental and seemingly 
frightening questions are met with 
ready-made solutions; jurisdiction 
is established over most issues and 
would present no difficulties 
whatsoever . 

Certainly it will happen that 
some malicious spirits, 
incorrigible dreamers and 
unsociable natures, will not 
accommodate themselves to any known 
form of government. Also there will 
be minorities too weak to cover the 
costs of their ideal States. So 
much the worse for them. These odd 
few are free to propagate their 
ideas and to recruit up to their 
full complement, or rather, up to 
the needs of their budget, after 
which all would resolve into a 
matter of finance. Until then they 
will have to opt for one of the 
established patterns. You must 
admit that insolvent minorities 
will not cause any trouble. 

This is not all. The problem 
rarely arises over extreme 
opinions. One fights more often, 
one struggles much harder, for 
shades of colour than for the 
national flag. I have no doubt that 
in Belgium the overwhelming 
majority would opt for the 
flourishing institutions, a few 
accepted shortcomings 
notwithstanding; but would one be 
more content with their 
functioning? Do we not have two or 
three million Catholics who follow 
only Mr. de Theux and two or three 
million Liberals who owe allegance 
only to themselves? How can they be 
reconciled? - By not trying to 
reconcile them at all; by letting 
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each party govern itself. Freedom 
should even extend to the right not 
to be free, and should include it. 

Due however to the fact that 
only shades of opinion are required 
to multiply the government 
machinery infinitely, one will 
exert oneself in the general 
interest to simplify this 
machinery. One will apply the same 
cog to achieve a double or 
threefold effect. I shall explain 
myself : A wise and openly 
constitutional king could suit both 
Catholics and Liberals - only the 
ministry would have to be doubled, 
Mr. de Theux for some, Mr. Frere- 
Organ for the others, the King for 
all. Who would hinder certain 
gentlemen, whom I shall not name, 
if they convened to introduce 
absolutism, letting the same prince 
use his superior wisdom and rich 
experience to manage those 
gentlemen's business, freeing them 
of the regretful necessity of 
having to express their opinions 
about government affairs? Truly, 
when I think of it, I do not see 
why this one prince should not make 
a quite acceptable president of an 
honest, moderate republic, if one 
accepts the contrary settlement. 
Such a plurality of offices should 
not be prohibited. 

Ill 

"Though freedom has its 
inconvenience and pitfalls, 
in the long run it 
always leads to deliverance." 
- M.A. Deschamps 

One of the many incomparable 
advantages of my system is to 
render unimportant, natural, and 
completely legal, those differences 
of opinion which in our time have 
brought some upright citizens into 
disrepute, and which one has 
cruelly condemned under the name of 
political apostasies. Such 
impatience for change, which has 
been considered criminal in honest 
people, which has caused old and 
new nations to be accused of 
wantonness and ingratitude, what is 
it but the will to progress? 
Furthermore, is it not strange that 
in most cases those, accused of 
capriciousness and instability, are 
precisely those who are most loyal 



to themselves? The faith one would 
like to have in one's party, flag, 
and prince, is possible if party 
and prince are constant; but what 
if they do change, or give way to 
others who are not their equals? 
Suppose I had selected as guide and 
master the best prince of the 
times, I had acquiesced to his 
powerful and creative will and 
foregone my personal initiative, to 
serve his genius. On his death he 
might be followed, by succession, 
by some narrow-minded individual, 
full of wrong ideas, who little by 
little squanders his father's 
achievement. Would you expect me to 
remain his subject? Why? Simply 
because he would be the direct, 
legitimate heir? Direct, I allow; 
but not legitimate in the least, as 
far as I am concerned. I would not 
rebel over this matter - I have 
said that I detest revolutions - 
but I would feel injured, and 
entitled to change at the end of 
the contract. Madame de Stael once 
said to the Czar: "Sir, your 
character is your subjects' 
constitution and your conscience 
your guaranty." - "if that were 
so", answered Alexander, "I would 
have been merely a happy accident." 
These words, so lucid and true, 
completely convey my meaning. 

My panacea, if you will allow 
this term, is simply free 
competition in the business of 
government. Everyone has the right 
to look after his own welfare as he 
sees it and to obtain security 
under his own conditions. On the 
other hand, this means progress 
through contest between governments 
forced to compete for followers. 
True worldwide liberty is that 
which is not forced upon anyone, 
being to each just what he wants of 
it; it neither suppresses nor 
deceives, and is always subject to 
a right of appeal. To bring about 
such a liberty, there would be no 
need to give up either national 
traditions or family ties, no need 
to learn to think in a new 
language, no need at all to cross 
rivers or seas, carrying the bones 
of one's ancestors. It is simply a 
matter of declaration before one's 
local political commission, for one 
to move from republic to monarchy, 
from representive government to 
autocracy, from oligarchy to 
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democracy, or even to Mr. 
Proudhon's anarchy - without so 
much as removing one's dressing 
gown or slippers. 

Are you tired of the agitation in 
the forum, the hair-splitting of 
the parliamentary tribune, or the 
rude kisses of the goddess of 
freedom? Are you so fed up with 
liberalism and clericalism as to 
sometimes confuse Mr. Dumortier 
with Mr. de Fre, to forget the 
exact difference between Mr. Rogier 
and Mr. de Decker? Would you like 
the stability, the soft comfort, of 
an honest despotism? Do you feel 
the need for a government which 
thinks for you, acts for you, sees 
everything and has a hand 
everywhere, and plays the role of 
deputy-providence as all 
governments like to do? You do not 
have to migrate South like the 
swallows in autumn or geese in 
November. All you desire is here, 
there, everywhere; enter your name 
and take your place! 

What is most admirable about 
this innovation is that it does 
away, for ever, with revolutions, 
mutinies, and street fighting, down 
to the last tensions in the 
political atmosphere : 

Are you dissatisfied with your 
government? - Change over to 
another! 

Four words, always associated 
with horror and bloodshed, words 
which all courts, high and low, 
military and special, without 
exception, unanimously find guilty 
of inciting to rebellion - these 
four words become innocent, as if 
in the mouths of seminarists, and 
as harmless as the medicine so 
wrongly mistrusted by Mr. de 
Pourceaugnac. "Change over to 
another" means: 

Go to the Bureau for Political 
Membership, cap in hand, and ask 
politely for your name to be 
transferred to any list you please. 
The Commissioner will put on his 
glasses, open the register, enter 
your decision, and give you a 
receipt. You take your leave, and 
the revolution is accomplished 
without spilling any more than a 
drop of ink. 

As it affects you alone, I cannot 
disagree with it. Your change 
affects no one else - that is its 



